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2. POST-CATASTROPHE ORGANIZING 
2.1 Timeline of the Tōhoku catastrophes
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2.2 Disaster sociology and emergent groups 
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DATA AND METHODS 
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3. HIGH-TEMPO DYNAMICS 
3.1 Shifting attention 
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Figure 1: Page views, number of unique editors, and number of 
revisions per day for the “2011 Tōhoku earthquake and 

tsunami” English article’s revision history. Logged y-axis.

Figure 2: Revisions (solid lines) and unique editors (dashed 
lines) per day for the 62 “old” articles predating the 

earthquake and the 22 “new” articles created afterwards.
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3.2 Article creation and spin-out 
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4. NOVEL PRACTICES 

Figure 3: The variance in time between edits to any Tōhoku
article increases dramatically in parallel with the dilution of 
editor attention and activity among actively-edited articles. 

Figure 4: A screenshot of an in-line casualty template. Only the 
text “12,087 deaths,[1][2]” would be transcluded (appear) in the 

body of the article when this template is called.
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4.1 In-line casualty templates 
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4.2 IRC backchannels 
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5. EMERGENT STRUCTURES 
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5.1 Bipartite coauthorship network 
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Figure 5: Two-mode network visualization of the 84 articles (red squares) and 3,217 editors (blue circles). Black links indicate an 
editor contributed to that article after March 11, 2011. 
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5.2 Degree and weight distributions 
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6. DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Implications 

Figure 6: Degree and edge weight distributions for the bipartite 
network in Figure 5 on log-log scales. Power law distributions 
are fitted to the edge weight and editor degree distributions.
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6.2 Limitations and future work 
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